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Vicar’s Report 
 

The past year has been a significant one for us, not least because, for the first time, I have begun to see the 

outlines of the shape of the kind of church which Bishop David Walker described to me, almost nine years 

ago, of which more later. 

A lot of our progress has been down to the fact 

that the Parochial Church Council, and others  

have been able to go about what they are there  

to do, because we were very lucky to have an  

outstanding team managing the fund-raising for 

 urgent repairs to our bell tower. 

 

Quite a large number of people have weighed-in to conceive and realise various projects and fund-raising 

events.  These have been crucial, not only to raise money, but to keep the profile of the bell tower 

uppermost in the media and among folk who have attended events in aid of its restoration. 

 

When I start to list what Stan Brotherton has achieved, one starts to become punch-drunk with superlatives.  

Stanley took a year off from work, no small gift, given how well his profession is remunerated, I have seldom 

seen his level of commitment in all my years of parish life.  The whole business of seeking large grants for the 

repair work demands very complex and precise submissions of evidence to a process which is exacting in its 

requirements.  Timetables have been followed and surveys commissioned, project timelines kept and every 

last detail, down to where construction vehicles will be parked, has not escaped his watchful eye. 

 

I won’t name them all, but I must mention Sue 

Ablett and Stan Brotherton who have been at its 

heart.   

Sue’s energy and imagination are boundless, and 

she has put this to good effect in devising events 

right through the period of the appeal.  She has 

been unstinting in her stamina, as each event has 

come and gone and her local networks have 

multiplied. 
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This year, Stan retires from being our parish treasurer, another task which has been done to the highest 

standards.  We are fortunate that he will remain in post to see the bell tower work to its conclusion, but he 

retires with our deep appreciation and heartfelt gratitude for all he has done. 

Of the many memories of 2014, a handful include the Pentecost Lasagne Lunch for Christian Aid.  As the 

number of house-to-house collectors diminishes, so we are looking for more occasions during the year which 

will substitute as fund-raisers.  My annual classes at St Egwin’s CofE Middle School on Christianity and Justice 

now include a significant amount of Christian Aid educational material, in order to give our young people a 

window on the lives of their contemporaries in other parts of the world and to raise consciousness that we 

are one world family. 

The Government’s Lights Out initiative in August, to commemorate the beginning of the First World War was 

a memorable collaboration with Wychavon District Council and The Royal British Legion (RBL).  The music, 

lighting and readings were put together by myself and Alan Booth the Chair of the RBL, and these passed off 

according to plan.  On the night a Badsey RBL member suggested, at the conclusion of our rite, that the RBL 

process up to the town war memorial to pay its respects.  This we did, and I will never forget looking down 

from the memorial into the darkness of the park and watching the line of candlelight weaving up the 

pathway as everyone else joined us after we had paid our respects, and then planted their candles in the soil 

around the memorial. 

 

 

September saw the launch of the ecumenical Soul Food service on Sunday evenings.  This has been a vision 

enabled by Sarah Hewitt, our Missioner, a vision which has been given content by four teams of lay people, 
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taking it in turns to conceive of an interactive style of worship preceded by a shared meal, this last echoing 

one of the essential qualities of the New Testament Lord’s Supper.  It is a service which has begun to gather 

momentum such that it has, in 2015, hosted the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service and the 

Maundy Thursday Last Supper rite.  The provision of an alternative form of worship is long overdue for us, 

and allows our provision as a parish church to extend to Christians for whom liturgical set-pieces like a parish 

communion do not appeal.  

 

Rosie Grove’s retirement from full-time work has given her some headspace to devise monthly afternoon 

children’s events with her team, which spill-over into acts of worship, and I’m excited about how these are 

beginning to develop.  These are important points of connection, particularly for families who are looking for 

ways of engagement outside of a formal liturgy. 

 

Our Christmas services were among the best we have done in my memory.  Things take on an extra 

significance when, as a parish church, we host organisations from the parish to share our liturgies.  The 

Prince Henry’s High School Choir and orchestra, combined with our readers, made possibly the best carol 

service I had ever attended. 

 

To end at the beginning, over eight years ago, I asked Bishop David Walker what hopes the diocese had for 

Evesham’s parish church.  He talked of a centre for different kinds of spirituality, some of which had been 

present in my own journey.  This year, in a long conversation with Kate Bird, we began to look at the 

connections between different kinds of spirituality, and how the contemplative and meditative forms of 

prayer can blossom into formal rites and social action.  In other words, that they all spring from the same 

desire to connect to transcendent life.  I had been shown a graphic from the Contemplative Mind website 

www.contemplativemind.org and I began to populate it with activities which we both do regularly and from 

time-to-time.  What emerged in front of my eyes was the outline of the kind of church that Bishop David was 

describing to me, all those years ago.   

http://www.contemplativemind.org/
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We have a way to go yet, and we are in deep need of more people to join us, with their energy and vision.  I 

have seen some of this begin to happen this year, and I hope we can build on it in the coming years.  In the 

meantime I am delighted to report that the four people whom Bishop John authorised for various ministries 

three years ago are now becoming embedded in the life of the benefice.  Caroline Green continues to chair 
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the monthly Pastoral Group meeting while also single-handedly managing the church warden’s duties in 

Norton.  Her husband Andy has developed his role as Focal Minister in Norton and has successfully grown 

into the chaplaincy at Evesham Hospital, particularly during the extended sick-leave of Sheila Rosenthal, the 

Chaplain there.  Andy is now completing the first of two year’s training to become a Licensed Lay Minister 

(Lay Reader, in old money).  Liz Booth and Lindsay Ladbrook have been in the vanguard of devising Soul Food 

services, have inherited the ministry of Yates Court, which had been ably and solidly grown by Janet Webb, 

and both are looking at our provision at Ferry View and Greenhill Park Nursing Home.  They are both 

pioneering an experiment, authorised by Bishop John, to train to be able to conduct funeral ministries and to 

lead funeral services. 

As I write, we have finally got a date for a hearing over the Faculty Application for the removal of the pews, 

to facilitate many of the activities named on the tree diagram above.  This issue has been hanging over us for 

some time now.  It is good that the adjudication has passed from the parish to a professional process, and 

we now let it take its course.  While it looms large at the moment, I am confident that, once it is passed, we 

will be able to carry on as a church developing in the ways that the Five Marks of Mission, which the APCM 

of 2013 adopted, outlines for us. 

Andrew Spurr 

Vicar of Evesham 

 

Electoral Roll – Paul Brotherton 
 

As of 31/3/15, there were 110 in the All Saints Electoral Roll of which 52 live in the parish and 58 outside the 

parish.  The changes since the new roll was compiled in March 2015 are: 

 

8 people have applied to join the roll  

7 people have died 

1 person has moved away 
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APCM  Total On Roll 

2007 116 

2008 129 

2009 126 

2010 127 

2011 129 

2012 105 

2013 105 

2014 110 

2015 110 

 

A copy of the electoral roll is available in the church porch for review.  If anybody wishes to apply to join the 

roll, forms are available in the porch, church house or from Paul Brotherton.  Completed forms to be 

returned to Paul Brotherton or to the church office.   

 

 

Stewardship Report – Carol Sheehan 
 

The 2014 Giving Generously Campaign planned for March 2014 was not a very successful campaign.  

Unfortunately there was a net loss of people contributing to Gift Aid for a variety of reasons.  The Giving 

Generously Campaign was running parallel to a hugely successful Bell Tower Appeal that has had an amazing 

result with lots of fundraising going on in 2014.   

I plan to run a Giving Campaign in the Autumn with the help of the Diocese and I am looking for ways, 

activities and ideas to fund raise for the church during 2015.  These are welcome both from the members of 

the congregation, who may recall previous successful initiatives, as well as welcoming newer members who 

may bring ideas from other Parishes. 
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ALM Reports - Lindsay Ladbrook and Liz Booth 
 

Training for the Authorised Lay Ministry is provided by the Diocese for candidates who are sponsored by 

their Incumbent and PCC.  On completion of the course they are authorised by the Bishop in a service of 

celebration in the Cathedral. 

Liz Booth was authorised in 2010 and I completed my training in 2013.  

We both trained as ALM Liturgical Leaders, which means we can help to lead some of the worship in church. 

The course encouraged us to consider the elements of worship, to plan shapes and structures that enable 

worship to flow, and to develop skills in leading acts of worship and prayer. 

In 2014-5 we have: 

 Served with the Worship team, planning and organizing special services e.g. Harvest, and revising 

existing liturgy. 

 Led services of Holy Communion by Extension at St Egwin’s Norton and at All Saints; also at Greenhill 

Park Nursing Home, Yates Court and Ferry View. 

 Planned and led a World Aids Day service. 

 Led study sessions in church for local school groups. 

 Began to take a more active role in regular Sunday morning worship at All Saints. 

 Worked closely with Sarah Hewitt, our ASUM Lay Missioner in liturgy planning e.g. for the Maundy 

Thursday service, also for the monthly Domus meetings. 

 Worked with Evesham Churches Together e.g. planning the Good Friday Walk of Witness, and the 

regular Soulfood sessions. 

Liz and I have taken several opportunities for further training and will continue to do so. Most useful was a 

day in Birmingham organised by Praxis in order to consider all aspects of worship for an ageing congregation.  

We also attended an inspirational day led by John Bell in October with the theme “What do the people in 

your town say about your church?” 

Most recently we spent a day organised by Worcester diocese to consider and pray about all aspects of 

Healing Ministry.  

The most exciting development this year is that Bishop John has agreed to a pilot scheme to train ALM 

Liturgical Leaders for the Funeral Ministry. 
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Liz and I and one other person have been chosen to begin the training. On completion, if we are successful, 

we will be authorised to lead funeral services in church and at crematoria. 

This is a considerable expansion of our role, and we feel privileged to be offered the opportunity to serve in 

this way. 

We should like to express gratitude to all those in our congregation who give us support and encourage us, 

and look forward to another exciting year contributing to church life at All Saints. 

 

Churchwardens’ Report –Helen Gray and Karen Sumpter 

 

The annual task of inventorying the contents of the church and Church House has been carried out and 

presented to the PCC at the March 2015 meeting, along with the Church Log Book which records all 

alterations, additions, removals or repairs to the fabric, fixtures and fittings of the church.  Thanks go to 

Doug Littlewood who, as site manager, goes above and beyond the routine maintenance of the church 

buildings. 

This last year has seen a number of alterations to the church which have included, following a faculty 

process which began in April 2014, for widow guards to be fitted to the exterior of the north aisle stained 

glass windows to prevent pigeon roosting.  This, plus the judicious addition of some fishing line - when it was 

discovered how acrobatic the birds were! - will hopefully discourage them from roosting within the outside 

access area to the vestry, as the mess they make is considerable.  Pigeons are however very resilient birds so 

we now wait and see if the problem has been solved. 

2014 also saw the installation of two benches within the churchyard and thanks go to John Webster who 

oversaw the faculty for this.  Their introduction means that people are able to sit and appreciate the church 

buildings, including the Bell Tower. 

The restoration of the Bell Tower is obviously an enormous project which has gained a large following 

amongst the people of Evesham who see it as the iconic emblem of the town.  Sue Ablett, Stan Brotherton 

and the other members of the Bell Tower committee overseeing the fundraising for this have done a 

remarkable job and have successfully raised the money from a variety of sources including a Heritage Lottery 

grant for the work to go ahead.  The initial phase of examining the tower to ascertain the scale of the work 

involved has taken place and the work identified is scheduled to take place between April and November 

2015 and a project manager to oversee this process has been appointed. It does mean, however, that there 
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will be no bell ringing or carillon during the construction process for health and safety reasons and for the 

protection of the bells. 

The Town Council, having responsibility for maintaining the churchyard under the Local Authorities Order 

1974, made repairs to the pathway leading up to the church in early 2015.  This is very welcome as some of 

the potholes had attained crater-like proportions and were very dangerous to pedestrians.  Unfortunately, 

the 2012 faculty obtained by the PCC for the work to be carried out on the trees in the churchyard has still 

not been actioned by the Town Council and the pollarding of the limes remains to be done.  It is hoped that 

an extension to the faculty will be granted so that this work can be carried out at the end of 2015, especially 

as the spread of the trees is now becoming excessive and any high wind sees branches regularly falling onto 

the pathway. 

With the increase in the number of people coming to Church House for food parcels, a bespoke area for food 

storage has been organised in the kitchen lobby area.  Catering standard caged shelving has been acquired 

which houses all the food donated and the made-up boxes of food for easy distribution.   

Initial discussions have taken place regarding the re-modelling of the kitchen in Church House to make it 

more user friendly for general catering purposes and for its use as a teaching kitchen for young, single mums 

learning how to cook.  The extent of the damp caused by the leak under the sink has been explored and once 

these repairs have been made further work can progress. 

A faculty is currently in its early stages to remove the heating grilles from the nave of the church.  These 

ornate iron grilles no longer serve a purpose as the underfloor heating system was replaced many years ago 

and have now become a health and safety risk for ladies wearing heels and in some places the ironwork has 

deteriorated to the extent that some of it has broken, leaving even larger gaps.  It is hoped that this can be 

progressed fairly swiftly as the grilles near the pulpit have already had to be temporarily boarded over due 

to the degradation of the metal. 

As of March 2015 there is still no fixed date for the consistory court to adjudicate over the application for 

the removal of the pews.  It is very much hoped that this will be arrived at soon so that we can, as a church 

community, move on from the current situation and look to the future as we continue with our role as a 

twenty first century church. 
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Men’s Breakfast Paul Brotherton and Bill Bird 

 

The Men’s breakfast club held meetings during the first part of 2014 but due to work commitments the later 

part of the year was barren. We did meet up again in March 2015 and the intention is to meet every six 

weeks. 

The latter meetings focused more on discussions between ourselves, taking scripture and conversing in small 

groups as to our interpretation of the text or subject then opening up the debate to all attending. This 

proved to be a popular format, so much so that in some cases questions had to be carried over to the next 

meeting as the debate led to prolonged and interesting discussion. 

It is our intention to follow this format in 2015. 

 

 

Servers Report – Vivienne Dickens 

 

This year we welcome Lee who has joined us as Simon has had to leave his duties due to them having Joseph 

and we do hope that he will come back in the near future.   Jim has had to cut his duties due to his ageing 

parents and we wish him all the best as I know only too well it’s a big responsibility and especially when they 

are not on the door step.  If anybody would like to join us or just do it say once a month they are always 

welcome but I do thank the other servers for all their help during the year.  

 

 

Deanery Report – Liz Booth 

 

The Deanery has seen some changes this year. The Deanery plan is now all but in place. A new method of 

calculating quota has been agreed by the Diocesan Synod and a meeting has been arranged to brief the 

churchwardens. The new system will align what we can afford with what we are asked to give. The Rev 

Richard Court the Evesham Rural Dean has been instrumental in bringing in this new system. Richard, along 

with the Rev Nick Wright from Inkberrow has recently said they are to retire, they will both be greatly 

missed.  We are waiting to hear from Bishop John who will be the next Rural Dean for Evesham. Whoever 
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takes over they will have a challenge ahead. Falling numbers coming to church, buildings in need of repair 

and older congregations all add up to a tough job. But it is far from all doom and gloom. Sarah Hewitt the Lay 

Missioner in the Asum Group, is facilitating new services and outreach such as, SoulFood, Café Church and 

Domus as well as children’s services. Some of this work is happening here at All Saints and it’s very exciting 

to see this work grow. 

 

Missioner’s Report 2015 – Sarah Hewitt 

Well here we are half way through my second year in the Asum Group.  I have been trying to develop Asum 

wide events and services as it makes sense to share our rich resources.  The following report sets out some 

of the new things that have started and updates on the things already started in year one.  There is 

something for everyone to get involved in so come and join us. 

 

School Assemblies/Connections 
 

St. Richards 

 I am now officially Governor and attend meetings regularly, 

and have Curriculum as a sub-committee. 

 Open the Book assemblies are still going strong, and after a 

year the school are now inviting parents into the school to 

watch their child perform. This is an excellent way for our 

church to connect with families.  More recently a small group 

of parishioners have also started attending the assemblies too, 

which I’m delighted about. 

 A new after school club – InSpire – is starting after Easter 2015 

which will look at the top ten most important things about 

being a Christian.  This may lead some children to confirmation 

in July 2015. 

 

 I have represented our church at the various school services held in church, notably, Harvest, 

Christmas and Easter and of course their very successful ISingPop concerts held a few months ago.  

Each service gives me an opportunity to promote things we are doing in the Asum Group and is 

paying small but significant dividends. 
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St Egwins 

 

 Open the Book assemblies started in the middle of last year.  I am given a whole class of year 6’s and  

after Easter I am starting a lunchtime club called Big Questions, which will be exactly the same as 

Inspire (see above) but just has a different name.  Clubs like this have been attempted before, so it 

will be interesting to see how it pans out. 

 

Bengeworth CofE Academy 

 

 My attempts last year to get into a routine with Bengeworth failed as I never felt really welcome 

there.  With the arrival of a new and very enthusiastic Head Teacher I have successfully received 

permission to start Open the Book assemblies to be done in the traditional way, that is, with church 

members acting out the story. There is a very small team of us and I would like at least another four 

people please! 

 InSpire is also to start after Easter! (See above) 

 I have represented our church at the various services Bengeworth hold in church, which since the 

wonderful new Head Julie Bourdon-Pierre started have a Christian focus and message.  As 

mentioned above I use these opportunities to promote events at the church. 

 

Ourside Youth Centre 

 

I am now a Trustee at Ourside and am part of their sub-committee for funding, bringing my previous 

expertise to help them become more sustainable. 

 

ASUM House Group 

 

Still one of my favourite times of the week!  We have just completed our 28 session look at Mission and are 

starting the Church of England course called Pilgrim.  The first six sessions are called ‘Turning to Christ’. We 

have a couple of members come who go to church outside of Evesham but wanted to join a group in the 

place where they live. 

 

ASUM Retreat Day 

 

Our second Christ Mass retreat was at House of the Open Door in January.  It was a beautifully relaxing day, 

with excellent food and of course we looked at the true meaning of Christmas. 
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SoulFood 

 

By far the biggest thing I have been involved with this year is 

facilitating a new evening service called SoulFood.  It is a 

churches together service, hosted at All Saints, and is non-

denominational. 
 

It starts with a supper and one long table around which we all sit.  

Supper consists of things like pasta, pizza, soup, jacket potato 

etc. and then there are a series of three to four prayer stations in various places around the church and 

often healing prayer is offered. 

 

The services are organised by a team of up to four people and there are four teams.  Teams are made up of 

Christians from around Evesham.  Currently All Saints and St. Peter’s are represented from the Asum Group, 

and I would love people from the other churches to get involved too.  The commitment is one planning 

meeting and one service every four weeks, so not too onerous and no previous experience required.  There 

are also representatives from the Baptists, Methodists and free churches as well as people who have no 

‘fixed church abode’.  I am staggered every week by the levels of creativity people bring to the service and by 

how the food bar keeps being lifted! 

 

Weekly attendance is between 10 and 24, although we were delighted to host the Christian Unity Week of 

Prayer service where 78 attended. 

 

CaféChurch  

 

Costa's on first Tuesday of the month at 7 pm (Bridge Street, Evesham) 

in partnership with CTED. The team consists of John Darby and myself. 

We started December 2013.  Every month 9 – 15 people have met with 

us, including for over 7 months a group of young people and their 

Youth Worker.  There have been many ‘over a cup of coffee’ 

discussions and we have a group of regulars as well as occasional 

visitors.  Summer months usually attract those who don’t like coming 

out after dark. 

 
 

Street Pastors   

 

I am still street pastoring.  I go out every other month on a Saturday and it is an element of my work that I 

find really humbling and uplifting at the same time. 
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Domus is a small, monthly House Church. We have between 3 and 8 people a                   

month.  Bible Study, open prayer followed by a meal.  It happens in someone’s 

house, so can be a roving feast on a Second Sunday of the month at 11.30, after 

other services, so not to clash. 

 

 

 

Splish!  

September saw the launch of Splish!  A weekly service in St. Peter’s church 

for babies and toddlers on a Thursday morning at 10 am.  Whilst still very 

new, the St. Peter’s Children’s Team and I have seen six or seven children 

and their carers each week.  We are following stories in the Children’s 

Beginners Bible.  We sing songs with actions, listen to a bible story and do a 

related craft activity and play games.  There are of course, biscuits and 

raisins and drinks too. 

Splash! 
 

Splash! is a monthly Children’s workshop held at All Saints 

church for children aged between four and eleven.  Numbers of 

those attending have been at a steady ten-ish since it started.  

All Saints had been holding occasional workshops for a while, 

which have been developed and offered monthly.  There’s 

always amazing cake! 
 

 

Splosh!  

To complete the picture and 

to show a joined up approach 

to children and young people 

in the Asum Group – and I’ve 

had nothing to do with it – 

Charlie Binney and the 

Youthies gave me permission 

to call Youth Group Splosh!  

The St. Peter’s Youth Group 

has been going for quite a 

few years now and is a 

wonderful place for young 

people to go to and develop 

their faith. 
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Baptism Preparation Evenings  

 

On the last Monday of each month, Mark Binney and I host a Baptism Preparation Evening for parents and 

god-parents who are bringing one or more of their children forward for baptism in the following month.  It is 

good to be able to invite parents to one of our Children’s events, or CafeChurch or SoulFood, as well as make 

them aware of services in Bengeworth, Hampton, Hinton-on-the Green or Sedgeberrow (depending on 

where they come from). 

 

Discipleship Courses - Alpha and Christianity Explored 

 

Mark Binney asked me to help him put on discipleship courses for people to come and find out what 

Christianity is all about. Last September we promoted Christianity Explored, but obviously not efficiently 

enough as we only had one taker.  So, we tried harder for Alpha which started in February this year and are 

pleased to say that it is running!  Five people have joined us and we are grateful to Sandra Cockram and 

Claire Hill for providing delicious meals for us. 

 

PhD Social Business and Micro-Finance: Update 

 

Some of you may know that I am starting a PhD anytime now.  I’ve been delayed because of waiting for the 

new Ministry Development Officer in the Diocese to be appointed and start his new role.  This happens after 

Easter.  The research I will be doing is going to be around Self Reliant Groups and Micro-Finance, but we’ve 

got to set the groups up before I can research them – obviously!  The groups will consist of several women 

who want to start a business, but don’t want to be on their own.  They will be offered training and personal 

development and possibly small amounts of funding to get their businesses off the ground.  There will be at 

least three of these groups - one in Evesham, one in Worcester City and one somewhere else that is rural. 

I’m doing it with Glasgow Caledonian and the Diocese are going to run it as a Diocesan wide project (all being 

well!). 
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Junior Church Report – Rosie Grove 
 

It’s been an exciting year for children’s work at All Saints with lots of developments and initiatives that we 

thought were best illustrated by the table that follows this brief report. God continues to send willing hands 

to help with this “mark of mission” and we are all grateful that the team has grown and people remain 

enthusiastic and supportive. Particular thanks to Gail Preece and Claire and Simon Hill who have all been 

terrific. 

We have a regular small group of children who come on a Sunday morning.  The age range is quite wide but 

in many respects this is a blessing because it allows us to cultivate a church family atmosphere with the older 

ones looking after the younger ones at times. It does mean that the story/activities are sometimes difficult 

to plan and we are looking at some new resources on line that may make this a bit easier. We are also 

planning to change our name at Easter (it seemed in keeping with the resurrection) from “Junior Church” to 

“Small Saints”! The children are sometimes thoughtful and sometimes boisterous but always they contribute 

and enhance the worship life of our church. They take an active part in a church community that stands 

against injustice by helping to raise money for the Malala Fund and Red Nose Day. They are a pleasure to be 

with and offer us all spiritual refreshment. Please continue to welcome and support them when they join our 

congregation in the Church on Sunday.  

We had a very successful summer fun day last year with 23 children attending. We are planning to replicate 

that again this summer.  

Some of those children are also part of the Splash! Club that meets every third Sunday afternoon. This is an 

Asum Group initiative and is growing and extending our involvement with the children of Evesham. There 

are 22 names on our register for Splash but they don’t all come for the same session. Sarah has been 

unstinting in her support of this and will say more about it in her report. 

It’s often said that we need children because they are the Church of tomorrow but they are here and part of 

our church now. We pray they will know how much they are loved and that that they have a community of 

faith to support them through the happy and sad times in their lives.   

                                                                                                 Rosie Grove on behalf of the Children’s Team 
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Focus of 
Mission 

Activity Who and How Gaps Identified 
Action Points/ 
Achievements to date 

New Mums  New Mum Starter Kits: A Baby Basket Gift - a 
collection of essential baby items for new Mums 
that find themselves alone or in need locally. 

 “Boost” Scheme that supplies new Mums who 
are in need and have no local support with 4-7 
days of home cooked meals after the birth of a 
baby so that they can enjoy home cooking 
without the stress of having to prepare meals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Raise money for the “Wheels Appeal” that 
supports midwives by providing and maintaining 
bicycles to enable them to reach Mums in rural 
communities in the third world.  

Glenda has a small amount of independent funding 
that supports this project. She has contacted GP 
surgeries to let them know this service is available. 

Tabby instigated this and the Freezer has been 
purchased. Meals have been produced and frozen but 
there is currently little or no demand for this service. 
Contact with health professionals (Health 
visitor/midwife) has been made but they are unable 
to recommend home cooked food as they would by 
default be responsible for the quality and any 
problems as a result of the food. Tabby has worked 
hard to promote the scheme but there has been little 
take up. Other schemes were looked at and the Vale 
referral form was identified as well-known and used 
by social workers 

Possibility of using Church House for a Baby Clinic: 
Rosie has spoken with HVs and they are aware of the 
opportunity to have a clinic at Church House. They  
have one at the Baptist Church but this stopped in July 
because it wasn’t well attended 

This is a Mothers Union project. 

 

 

Re designed flyers to 
include both schemes 
under title: 

“Do you need a 
Boost?” 

 

 

 

Met up with Di 
Bennett of Vale 
Christian Centre 
discussed working in 
partnership to meet 
some needs and   
plan to include our 
offerings on her 
referral form.  

Mission Report – Rosie Grove 

Junior Church Report – Rosie Grove 
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Babies  Blankets knitted for premature babies. 

 Hand sewn gowns made and blessed for babies 
who are still-born. 

 

Mothers Union - part of a Diocese initiative. 

Glenda has also made contact with the undertakers 
locally to ensure that people are aware of this service. 

 

 

Young 
Families 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Baptism Boxes presented at a child’s baptism 
containing a bible, a card from Mothers Union, a 
knitted toy, and card from Bright Sparks.  

 

 The web site has now been updated regarding 
the process of arranging a baptism  

 

 

 

 Cookery Classes - Glenda worked with Sure Start 
to provide sessions on how to cook inexpensive 
nutritious meals. 3-4 Mums at a time. 

Katy receives request for Baptism and books the date. 
She lets Tabby Know and she puts together the box. 
This is then presented at the Baptism as part of the 
welcoming into the Church Family. 

Rosie has asked Katy to let her know the date and 
names of the baptisms so that she can prepare in case 
there are more children at Junior Church 

 

 

 

This was provided in partnership with the local council 
Sure Start programme. It has stopped because the 
cost of providing a crèche was prohibitive for small 
numbers and Sure Start has had its funding cut. 

Rosie and Glenda have worked with Karen manager of 
the Children’s Centre. Who confirmed this is very 
valuable but they have to use an Ofsted approved 
crèche otherwise they can’t recommend it to people. 
She was hoping to apply for grants but evidence 
hadn’t been collected regarding the benefits to young 
Mums.   

It was agreed to offer the sessions again with the 
added value of providing the opportunity for family 

There was no contact 
before Baptism from 
any Mums in the 
congregation.  

Rosie has contacted 
recent baptism 
families before the 
event and they seem 
to like it. 

Do we need a 
Baptism Team? 

 

Proposal to fund the 
crèche for this start 
up developed and 
presented to PCC. 
This was agreed.  

3 Sessions rather 
than 4 will be 
provided this year as 
during the time of the 
first session Glenda 
has been moving 
house. 
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eating after the cooking session.  

Karen has identified families that will benefit and 
there is currently a waiting list. 

 

Pre-school 
Children 

 Bright Sparks a parent and toddler group for 
parents and pre-school children 

 

 

Tabby, Karen and Melanie organise this group that 
meets at Church House on Wednesday mornings 
starting at 09.30 during School Term times. It provides 
an opportunity to socialise and take part in messy 
play.  

Need to develop an 
A4 printed flyer for 
young families. 

Children 
under 11 
years 

 Junior Church Meets every Sunday except during 
August. Children start in Church House joining 
the congregation during the offertory. (This 
doesn’t always work and sometimes it’s later.) 
Junior Church has a service order and ritual. The 
story or theme usually follows the Lectionary 
and activities are designed around the story.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday Splash 

 

 

 

 Workshops/Fun Days: Themed events usually 

Pam, Karen Rosie lead with the help of Pat. Claire and 
Simon Hill have also offered to help in planning and 
leading. 

Regularly attended by 3-7 children but very variable. 
Cupboard of materials maintained by donation and 
fund raising. 

Children’s area in the Church has retained a child 
friendly look and resources (toys and bags of 
interesting items) are available for during the service. 

We have tried a different model in which children 
stayed in Church doing puzzles worksheets on biblical 
theme. This can be helpful when there is a need to 
keep children in Church. 

 

An initiative with Sarah Hewitt as part of Asum Group. 
Started Sept monthly meetings (3rd Sunday) 3-4.30pm 
variable attendance but developing a core member-
ship. Supported by Sarah and hosted by All Saints may 
need some support from other churches to be viable 
if it is to be provided more frequently or more 
children come. Flyers sent out to schools and posters. 

Arranged by Children’s Team these events regularly 

Over the last 2 years 
we have used free 
resources and group 
creativity - would 
benefit from an 
injection of new 
resources. 

We needed a better 
way of displaying the 
children’s art work. 
Display Board 
purchased. 

Need a better way of 
storing and displaying 
children’s books. 
Bookcase now in use. 

 

 

 

 

4 planned for 2015 
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around festivals. These include a story, singing, 
art and craft, prayers and cooking followed by 
shared food and a mini service. 

attract children that don’t attend Sunday services. 

Plan to have less of these but focus on this group of 
children and the same style of activity/worship by 
offering Sunday Splash.  

 

Easter; Summer 
Holiday; Halloween 
and Christmas 

We felt these needed 
better advertising. 
This has been 
improved by better 
use of website and 
development of new 
children’s e mail for 
bookings   

 And 
Children 
General  

 Designated space and facilities for children in 
Church. 

 

 

 Music and participation in worship. 

Toy boxes, rugs bunting notice board all give a lively 
and interesting look to Church and say “You are 
welcome” 

 

Inclusive Eucharist. Use of streamers and sometimes 
bubbles during the final hymn is also very inclusive 
and seems to be enjoyed by the congregation.   

Book Box – a small 
lockable bookcase for 
children’s books- now 
provided.  

Service booklet for 
children?? Musical 
engagement - Buy 
egg rattles 

Children 
Schools 

 Educational Visits from Swan Lane and St 
Egwin’s. Twice a year for 2 and a half hours 
children come with teachers and TA/parent 
helpers to find out about the church as part of 
their curriculum. 

 

 

 School wedding. 

 Assemblies and participation in other lessons. 

Hosted by Liz Booth who is able to address the 
children as a large group and then in smaller age 
groups with age appropriate games and explanations 
of what the church is here for today and how it has 
developed to meet changing needs. The goal is to help 
them feel that it is their church and that they can 
come in any time.  

 

Currently undertaken by Andrew and Sarah. 

 

Teenagers Nothing as yet but development of a youth group at St  Liaise with other 
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Peter’s may provide an opportunity for joint working. 

There are also 2 groups at The Christian Centre for 
children 8-13 and 13-18 

 

groups.  

 

Other activities for children in the town: 

Wallace House - Has an after school club for under 13s. This isn’t well attended but has a small faithful following. They also had a holiday fun day once a 

week during school holidays but sometimes this had to be cancelled if poorly attended. They don’t have anything for parents and young children. 

Imagine - in the Market Square drop in for watching videos and art lessons playing piano etc. No group specifically for children.  

Children’s Centre 

 Sure start is still funded by central government but LA commissioned out to a different provider “4 Children” 

 Early Help Services 0-19 years includes: Families &Early intervention Family Support up to age 13 

 13-19 Family support for troubled teens targeting children with chaotic family lives at risk of self-harm, dropping out of school etc.   

(RONIs) 

 Our Side Youth Centre - lunch club for teen children.
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Bright Sparks Report – Tabby Lad 
 

Our Wednesday Mums and toddler group has continued to meet regularly during term time with a core 

group of about seven mums and their children. Last year it so happened that all the mums had girls, so 

without meaning to, Bright Sparks was an all-girls group!!! The little girls are close friends with each other 

and make plans to meet outside the group as well. It is good that a midweek group like Bright Sparks has 

facilitated such friendships. However cosy this all-girl time has been, we are delighted to report that this 

year, we have a mum with two little boys who love coming. The last two weeks, a friend told me that she 

would like to bring her two month old boy along as well, so we will have a nice balance!  

We have all the usual term time activities like free play with toys and games. There are always plenty of 

books to be read. Melanie does a splendid job of reading to any child who brings books to her. Sometimes 

Melanie could be seen sitting surrounded by wide eyed children and a tower of books! After playtime, the 

children help tidy up, and are rewarded by a three minute bubble blast, and singing songs. The last song of 

Bright Sparks remains the same and ends with ‘God bless us everyone’. 

Once again, I must mention how indispensable Peter Lippet and Melanie are to Bright Sparks. Peter helps 

with taking the toys out of the storage cupboards upstairs and putting them back again, and Melanie, along 

with her loving involvement with the children, helps in the kitchen with making health snacks of fruit, squash 

and biscuits.  

Peter Lippet continues to be Father Christmas every year, handing out presents to children. May he continue 

to do so in many years to come!! 

And may Bright Sparks continue to serve this beautiful town with a safe place where parents and children 

meet to talk, have fun and form lasting friendships. 
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Evesham Parish News – Chris Sheehan, Editor 
 

Another busy year and about 

the seventh I have been editor. 

Volunteers to take over (apart 

from Andrew who is busy 

enough) did not come forward 

and I’d be happy to explain the 

role to anyone reading this who 

might be interested. The way I 

do the mag takes about three 

hours per month. 

The Bell Tower appeal has 

created much interesting 

content and thanks to Sue and 

team for prompt submission of 

articles. New initiatives such as 

SoulFood, the food bank, more 

children’s activities and articles 

by Helen Gray have provided a 

variety of new and interesting content. Also the work of ALMs via Lindsay and Liz has also provided 

confirmation that much of what we do happens outside the church buildings. 

The continued use of outside printers helps relieve the pressure on Church House. As always we are 

appreciative of our readers, ours advertisers and our many contributors (and the folks at GPP who print the 

mag). The Vicar’s Diary is a mainstay of the magazine and thanks also to Katy, our many regular contributors 

and to the distribution team. We still need more people to take unsold copies around town venues and 

businesses to spread the word of God and to attract new advertisers. And of course content and photos are 

always welcome. I’d encourage you to direct visitors to All Saints to the magazine (only 60p!) as it gives a 

good account of our place and work in the Parish. 

Above is a month by month view of our covers mostly produced by Andrew except when he was on 

sabbatical (thanks)!  
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Parish Administrators – Katy Tarplee & Carol Sheehan 

 

Life in the Parish Office remains as busy as ever! There is a constant stream of emails, telephone calls and 

visitors which keep us occupied. Lynn Bourn assists with the production of the weekly pew sheet and also 

with distribution of the magazine and we are very grateful for her help.  

 

In 2014 we dealt with 43 funerals, 5 weddings and 6 Baptisms for the joint Benefice. Carol & I make sure that 

we have a Minister to officiate, an organist to play music, a Verger, heating, Registers completed, any 

necessary (legal) paperwork completed and finally ensure an invoice is sent to the relevant party for the 

church to be paid.  We also take bookings for the Church, Churchyard and Church House; a list of activities is 

given below. 

 

In 2014, Yellow Scarf, an organisation who offer counselling for Eastern Europeans started hiring the small 

room for meetings on a Monday evening. This has now extended to Wednesday mornings and soon they will 

also hold regular meetings on a Wednesday evening.   Their booking already extends into the first quarter of 

2016!  

Other users of the Church, Churchyard and Church House are listed below: 

 

 Bright Sparks 

 Holiday Clubs – Seaside Rock, Christingle 

 Evesham Mothers’ Union 

 Deanery Mothers’ Union 

 Deanery Readers’ meetings 

 Walker Hall Trustees 

 Towers & Belfries Committee 

 Annual Archdeacon’s Visitation 

 Simon de Montfort society 

 Friends of Evesham Parish Church for meetings & Monday Talks 

 Meditation Course/Workshops 

 EDJEN 

 Men’s Breakfasts 

 Yellow Scarf 

 Street Pastors 

 Bell Tower Appeal Quiz Night 
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 Lent group (afternoon) 

 Psychodrama Therapy Group 

 AsparaWriting Festival 

 Alzheimer's Society Friends and Family Information Support Programme 

 Christian Aid, Evesham District (AGM) 

 Lent talks 

 Swan Lane School curriculum visits and “wedding” 

 St Egwin’s School curriculum visit 

 Mayor’s Civic Service 

 Evesham High School Carol Service 

 Christingle Service and children’s workshop 

 Commemoration Service for the victims of AIDS and their families 

 Cards for Good Causes 

 Concerts for the Bell Tower Appeal  

 Marcel Zidani & Kids Aloud Concert 

 Vocal Extravaganza – a concert by local school children 

 Celidh 

 National Youth Folk Troup 

 Vale Fresh Food Festival  

 Remembrance Service 

 Street Pastors’ Thanksgiving Service 

 Deanery Synod 

 Vintage Festival 

 Food Festival 

 

The number of people coming to us for food bags remains constant and John Webster works hard to make 

up bags which are ready to give out with useful food items.  

 

In October/November, the Vicar and Katy were asked by the Diocese to provide a training programme for 

Parish Administrators. 5 sessions were held at St Richard’s Hospice covering many aspects of Parish Office 

life and a further 3 plus a visit to the Diocesan Offices are planned for May 2015.  
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PCC Secretary – Gail Preece 
 

I took over the role of PCC secretary in April, as Chris Sheehan wanted to be able to concentrate on other 

roles within the church and I would like to thank Andrew, Chris and the PCC for their patience and kindness 

as I found my way.  It has certainly been a full year for the PCC with extra meetings having to be scheduled in 

both for decisions in respect of the hugely successful Bell Tower Appeal and following through with the 

faculty application in order for us all to prepare for some fresh new types of service in All Saints which will be 

in addition to and compliment the regular Sunday and Thursday Eucharist.   

There was some sadness through the year with Lynne Jakeman and Richard Higgs retiring from the 

committee due to health reasons and John Webster who also resigned so he could devote more time to 

other things such as the Food Bank and we would like to take this opportunity to thank them for all they 

have contributed to the PCC and wish them well.  Of course, the sudden, shocking loss of Reg Jakeman was 

dreadful and we miss him at every meeting.  On a happier note the committee were delighted to have Rosie 

Grove join the group in April. Her infectious enthusiasm is inspiring.  

The PCC meetings are always well attended, with members showing a high level of commitment and always 

sending apologies if unable to make meetings.  Points of interest from the meetings appear in the monthly 

Evesham Parish News in addition to copies being filed as required. 

 

 

Bell Ringers’ Report – Chris Povey, Bell Tower Ringing Master 
 

I write this report as I wait to hear when the Bell Tower stone refurbishment work will start. Permission from 

the Heritage Lottery Fund has been given, so the start is imminent. What will that mean for the bells being 

rung on Sunday mornings, practice nights and on other occasions? There is a good chance all ringing will 

cease – and possibly up to 3 months after the last piece of newly-placed stone has been laid, to allow the 

mortar fixing it to set sufficiently. Any vibrations imparted by the swinging bells could very easily hamper this 

process, such that the work would need to be repeated. If at high level this could be very expensive for the 

party responsible for the failure. 
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 So, what is the future for the band of ringers, all of whom are volunteers of course? I have had discussions 

with John Smith, the Ringing Master at Hampton, who tells me he and the Rev Mark Binney are happy that 

we ring there on Sunday mornings. They are struggling for ringers, so the influx of Bell Towers will, hopefully, 

be advantageous to both parties. Hampton have a wonderful light ring of 8 bells, all from the same bell 

foundry as the Bell Tower bells (and they were in many ways directly responsible for the present bells being 

provided in the Bell Tower in 1951, but that’s another story), so we shall not be denied any quality. It is likely 

you will hear us doing the bizz just across the water. 

 I reported last year that John Middleton had suggested a ‘pence tin’ to collect the ringers’ loose change in 

aid of the Appeal. To date that tin has collected some £600. It is all Gift-Aided, so the gross amount the 

Appeal has received is £750. This is from only about 15 ringers, so generosity has been excellent. 

The band has been enhanced by the presence of a young lady who came up the Tower at the end of a 

practice session some 9 months ago and said she was a ringer, had just moved into the town, and could she 

come to ring with us. ‘Yes’ was the rapid answer. Georgie Roberts has become a very useful, very valued and 

very regular member of the band. She learns new techniques very quickly and makes very few mistakes. 

Marvellous: a big welcome to you, Georgie! 

 The bells were rung for all Sunday mornings. The bells were rung at other times: weddings, Ascension Day at 

7.00am (followed, of course, by breakfast provided by the Friends. This is a happy occasion, for which we 

thank them profusely), St George’s Day at 7.30am. Practices for the local ringing guilds/associations are held, 

too. Do not, however, expect these this year!! 

 Our ‘Rope Fund’, continues to collect donations given by visitors for ringing at the Tower. This fund provides 

money for undertaking maintenance on the bells, principally for ropes but for other items, such as clapper 

rebushing.  

 As reported last year inter-tower activity continues with Offenham, to the substantial benefit of both 

towers. Luckily the Service times at each church allow this to happen. 

 I shall repeat the paragraph I have used many times previously and feel content to do this, as the wording 

remains absolutely true. On behalf of the ringers I wish to thank the Vicar, the Churchwardens and the PCC 

for all the support we have been given throughout the year. I would also like to thank them, and the ringers 

too, for the support given to me. As I have mentioned previously on more than one occasion, but it 

continues to be the case, it is always a privilege to ring at the Bell Tower.  
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Church House Meditation Groups – Kate and Bill Bird 
 

The meditation classes in Church House began four years ago, on 1st March 2011.  

The Tuesday evening class, which Bill and Kate lead together, is an on-going weekly programme for anyone 

who has completed a Being Centred course with us and wishes to deepen their meditation practice. 

Between 6 and 12 people attend on a regular basis, although we usually take a break in August and January. 

The first two-year Spiritual Companions training programme which began in January 2012 was completed by 

five participants in December 2014, all of whom attended a monthly Saturday workshop in Church House as 

part of the training.   

The second Spiritual Companions course began in January 2014 and we started the Year 2 sessions in March 

2015. A further five participants are taking the course, which is also open to the previous SC students as part 

of their spiritual development.  This course will complete in November 2015. 

The purpose of the Spiritual Companions course is to enable people into greater service through stillness of 

mind, body and emotions, which gives them the ability to be a grounded, compassionate presence whatever 

turmoil is going on, whether in themselves or in the world around them. If you would like to know more 

about what we do, please contact Bill or Kate on 01386 834319. 

Mother’s Union Report – Glenda Harrison 

 

3 new members were enrolled at Norton at the closing of the Norton Branch.  The three remaining members 

at Norton have joined the Evesham group.  There were 5 indoor members at the beginning of the year, sadly 

one has since passed away.  Two long serving members have now become indoor members.  We pay £11.50 

for each indoor member out of funds.  One long term member has declined to re-join this year and one has 

re-joined after losing her husband. 

 

Our bi-monthly cake stalls are a great success.  We held a Lent soup lunch and raised over £60.00.  The baby 

boxes are still available with beautiful things.  There were only two requests for them in the last year.  We 

still present bibles to baptism candidates. 

 

Our programme in the past year has been very varied and interesting.  It is hoped we shall have a coffee 

morning and a quiz night in the near future.  
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Friends of Evesham Church and the Bell Tower – Rex Colwell 

 

The Friends have continued their activities, with the additional interest of the Bell Tower Appeal, as follows: 

1)  Monday afternoon talks, three in the Spring and three in the Autumn, held in Church House.  All the 

speakers were excellent.  We charged a small fee for attendance and obtained a welcome modest income 

from these. 

2)  We have donated two wooden benches which have been placed in the Churchyard with good views of 

the Bell Tower and churches.  John Webster was largely instrumental in setting this up so a big ‘thank you’ to 

him. 

3)  We arranged a concert by the choir Tarantara, their second visit to us.  It was a resounding success and a 

good fundraiser, this time for the Bell Tower appeal. 

4)  A Boxing Day walk was a Bell Tower Appeal event and was supported by several Friends. 

5)  A major annual fundraising event and an extremely enjoyable evening out has become a regular since 

2006.  Last April an illustrated talk on “Antarctica” was given by Sue Ablett and a wonderful meal produced 

by Joyce Doyle.  Sadly Joyce will be unable to do this in future.  We are very indebted to her, and her 

‘supporter’ John!  Proceeds went to the Bell Tower Appeal. 

6)  The annual outing in September was to Bletchley Park which was an extremely interesting and 

informative event. 

7)  A framed ‘winter’ Bell Tower picture produced from a popular photograph by Merry Privett has sold well, 

as have the postcards of the same design.  Many thanks to Merry for producing the photo in the first place! 

8)  Last July we decided to hold a ‘summer tea party’ instead of a ‘garden party’ which previously needed 

lots of stalls involving a lot of work. The ‘tea party’ still gave a chance to enjoy afternoon tea and relax in the 

house and garden of 3 Croft Road.  The new format was much appreciated and will be repeated again this 

year. 

You may be surprised to hear that The Friends contributed £15,000 to the Bell Tower Appeal out of their 

funds. 
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A message of condolence was sent to our Patron, John Inge, the Bishop of Worcester, following the sad loss 

of his wife. 

Our AGM was held in June.  This year it will be on the 8th and Sue Ablett will give another of her popular 

illustrated travel talks after the business matters are completed.  We are delighted to welcome Chris Povey 

(the Ringing Master of the Bell Tower) as President, succeeding John Turner.  He will be a very 

knowledgeable and helpful member of our committee. 

As with many other small organisations the committee is small and we have vacancies for two more 

members.  We have a lot of opportunities for helping with events and, as a committee member, it does not 

have to be a big commitment, perhaps a spare hour or two occasionally.  Committee meetings occur about 

every two or three months.  You can guess from this that I am angling for new members!  We also need 

‘ordinary’ members to join The Friends and support our work.  Sometimes it can even be fun! 

It would be good to have new faces at our AGM, perhaps to discuss what we are about and how we go 

forward into the future.  We would love to hear from anyone interested.  Yes, please join the Friends, and 

think about joining the committee! 

Rex Colwell 

Chairman 

 

Report from the Bell Tower Appeal Committee – Sue Ablett 

 

In August 2012 some large pieces of stone fell from the upper reaches of the Bell Tower. An urgent 

inspection plus interim maintenance were promptly undertaken. In February 2013 the PCC received from the 

church inspecting surveyor, Peter Rhodes FRICS, a report setting out the work required together with a 

working estimate of the expected cost (£500,000). The vicar, churchwardens and PCC are responsible for the 

Bell Tower as managing trustees on behalf of the parish. The expected cost far outstripped the reserves of 

the PCC, so a Committee was formed to raise the necessary funds (£500,000) for the long-term conservation 

of the Bell Tower. 

The Committee has been meeting regularly since the first meeting in February 2013, setting and delivering 

the fundraising strategy, driving forward the agenda, debriefing on events, and reviewing lessons learned. 

Current Committee membership is as follows: Sue Ablett (Chair from November 2013), Stan Brotherton 
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(Treasurer), Chris Povey (Ringing Master), and Diana Raphael (from January 2014). Other Committee 

members have included: Martin Hammon (from April to July 2014); Fran Webb (from March to October 

2014).  Lynn and Reg Jakeman were founder members until Lynn resigned due to ill health (August 2014) and 

Reg’s sudden death in November 2014. 

The past year has been extremely active, with the result that as at 31st December 2014, the sum still to be 

raised to achieve the target of £500,000 was just £28,000.  That represents very significant effort on the part 

of the Committee and others who have worked hard to support the Appeal.  Key achievements have been: 

 Successful completion of Development phase of the work 

 Matching funding to secure second phase of Heritage Lottery funding 

 Confirmation in 2014 of award of £50,000 from Wychavon New Homes Bonus 

 Fifteen successful grant applications, of which the largest were: Garfield Weston Foundation (£25k); 

Edward Cadbury Trust (£10k); National Churches Trust (£10k); Allchurches Trust (£5k) 

 A fantastic programme of fundraising events, all of which have received huge compliments from 

those attending.  Highlights are the number and range of concerts, the charity auction, the display of 

wedding dresses and WW1 memorabilia, the Evesham Vale 10k Run and the Cyclefest. 

 Very high visibility for the Appeal through: posters, large banners, Riverside shop window display, 

increased range of merchandise, dedicated website and facebook page, and continuing high level of 

press coverage in both Evesham Journal and Observer.  A special souvenir wrap, celebrating progress 

with the appeal, appeared with the Evesham Journal 26th February. 

 High level of interest and support from the local community in the Bell Tower and Evesham’s wider 

heritage and culture, reflected both in attendance at events and organising events for the Appeal. 

 Innovative fundraising initiatives, such as the monthly lottery organised for the Appeal by Rotary. 

 Introduction of Bell Tower Appeal awards to recognise significant contribution to the Appeal by 

individuals and clubs/societies.  To date 38 of the total of 50 have been awarded. 

 Increased access to the Ringing Chamber of the Bell Tower, for groups and interested individuals. 

 The high reputation gained for the Appeal through the hard work and dedication of the Committee, 

the professionalism of organised events and output, manner of engaging with supporters, and style 

of communication. 

Formal monthly reports have been produced for the PCC.  Three dedicated PCC meetings were held in 2014 

(24th February, 2nd June and 1st September) at which Sue Ablett and Stan Brotherton were present to give 

detailed updates and answer any questions.  This was vital in securing a binding pledge from the PCC in 

September to ensure sufficient funding was pledged to allow us to match the HLF grant. 
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We are grateful for the use (without charge) of All Saints Church, which has been the venue of many of our 

organised events, and also for use of the office facilities in Church House.  Katy Tarplee has provided 

valuable support. 

We are awaiting formal permission to start the conservation work from Heritage Lottery Fund.  We 

anticipate that work will commence in April 2015 and end in November 2015. 

The Committee proposes to wind up the active public appeal within the year.  A number of fundraising 

events are taking place prior to that.  We await confirmation of the 2015 New Homes Bonus allocation, and 

the PCC pledge will be called upon to make up any shortfall on the target of £500,000.  We are considering a 

grand finale concert, details of which are still being discussed.  Beyond the end of the Appeal, it is possible 

that a small number of fundraising events (probably concerts) may be held to raise funds for a reserve fund.  

This may be taken up by The Friends of Evesham Parish Church and Bell Tower. 

Sue Ablett, Chair, Bell Tower Appeal Committee and Stan Brotherton, Treasurer, Bell Tower Appeal 

Committee 

Flower Arrangers – Pippa Hodges 
 

Another successful and fulfilling year for the flower arrangers, without whose help and willingness to step in 

at short notice when necessary the church would not have been so well served with beautiful and much 

admired arrangements throughout the year. 

The cost of flowers has increased in line with most things and sadly suppliers make the most of Easter and 

Christmas by increasing prices even further. However the generosity of members of the congregation and 

fund raising events such as the Easter Egg raffle which raised in excess of £90, ensure that we are always 

able to put on varied and professional displays throughout the year. 

Merry and I continue to work as a team to cover for each other's absences, stepping in when required, and 

in spite of having so few arrangers the church is never without lovely flower displays.   

Our numbers continue to decrease and more volunteers are urgently required. With two new willing 

volunteers and everybody doing at least 4 weekends, we have been able to cover the year until Christmas 

2015 but we would still welcome more help.  A love of flowers is all that is required as there is always help 

on hand for those less confident of going it alone.  Age is even less of a bar, so no excuses please! 
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Merry joins me in extending heartfelt thanks to all who have helped do the floral arrangements during the 

year.  It is lovely to have such a willing and flexible team to keep the church looking so beautiful throughout 

the seasons. 

Thanks also to Mary Higgs who denuded her wonderful holly tree and saved our lives this Christmas and also 

Alan Whitehouse, John and Joyce Doyle and Merry who supply copious amounts of greenery without which 

life would be very difficult. 

I would like to add a special vote of thanks to Doug and Katie who are unfailingly helpful and 

accommodating, and for whom nothing is too much trouble. 

My number is 424173 and Merry can be contacted on 40275. 

 

 

 

Evesham Street Pastors – John Darby 

 

The work of Evesham Street Pastors continues to flourish. We continue to make a real impact on the town at 

night. We have reached a stage where many of the people on the streets come to find us, to obtain help and 

also to share their news, their joys and their concerns. In ways that it is sometimes difficult to understand we 

are able to be a calming influence; we have many examples where just our presence has reduced tension 

and brought about a peaceful environment.    

 

All those involved see this as both practical help and a real opportunity to share something of our Christian 

faith. The name is a real help and links us firmly with Church and the vast majority of people we meet 

respect our faith and the motivation we have to be out in the middle of the night. Just recently, on one 

particular night we spoke, separately, to two people. One referred to attending Rev’d John King’s  Youth Club 

at the Vale of Evesham Christian Centre and the other to the support given by Rev’d Alan Whitehouse from 

All Saints. I was reminded of the words of Paul in I Cor 3:6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 

growth. What we do as Street Pastors may only be a little water but, we trust, gives practical and spiritual 

nourishment.  
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Just as a reminder. We are out on the Street from 10.00 pm Friday to 3.00 am Saturday and we try to patrol 

on the last Saturday of the month and the Sunday’s of Bank Holidays.  Eight Churches in the town are 

actively involved; clergy / leaders of seven are personally involved. We have 17 trained Street Pastors and 

more in training supported by 16 Prayer Partners. Our Trustee Board is made up of representatives of all the 

main Churches. We are immensely grateful to the Vicar and people of All Saints for making us so welcome, 

providing accommodation for our meetings; and for providing the base for our stores and equipment.  

 

If you would like to know more do let me know, a few more Street Pastors or Prayer Partners would be a real 

blessing. If you would like to experience something of the work that we do you will be very welcome to 

come out as an observer, most stay to midnight so not too late but a real opportunity to learn more about 

the work. Do please ring or email:  John Darby  - 07747 842 192 - johndarby@icloud.com  
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