
  

 

Weekly Newsletter for  

The Benefice of Evesham, All Saints 

with Norton & Lenchwick, St Egwin 

Sunday 29th March 2020 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

NOTICES & NEWS 

The Vicar and Office are now both home-

based.  If you need to contact the Vicar 

please call him on 01386 446219 and leave 

a message.  Andrew will get back to you as 

soon as he can.  Alternatively, you can email 

him on vicar@evesham.church   Take a 

look at his letter which is included with 

this newsletter.  

 

Katy can be reached during normal office 

hours (9.30 am to 1.00 pm Monday to 

Friday) on 01386 442213 or 07593876074 

or via email: office@evesham.church.   

 

Sunday readings and newsletter 

Whilst there is no Sunday worship,  we are 

happy to send out the Sunday readings for 

you to use in your private prayer.  We will 

also include notices and the weekly 

intercessions.  If you wish to receive these 

by post,  please let Katy know by calling 

the church office.   If we don’t hear from 

you, we will assume that you do not wish 

to receive them.  

 

Where possible we will send them via 

email. If you haven’t already subscribed 

please send an email with the word 

’subscribe’ in the subject line to:  

“movement@evesham.church” .  You will 

then be kept up to date with news over 

the next few weeks.  

 

Andrew is also working on home prayers 

for Holy Week which will be included in 

next week’s newsletter.  

The Prayer Chain  

The prayer chain has been in existence 

since 2002 and included congregation 

members from All Saints and St. Egwins 

Churches. In March of each year, those 

participating in this spirit-filled, but 

anonymous, circle of prayer are given a 

letter containing the name of their new 

Partner for the coming year. The idea is 

that you keep a special place in your daily 

prayers for that one particular person. 

If any new members who worship regularly 

with us, in both Churches, would like to 

join or receive further details, please ring 

me on Evesham 45052 or speak to me in 

Church and I will be happy to include your 

name for 2020.   The letters will be sent 

out after the 31st March so I will need to 

know, in good time, from  anyone who 

wishes to either be removed from the list 

or to join us in this special fellowship of 

love and prayer.  Many thanks.   Janet Webb 

 
Weekly Intercession List for the week 

beginning Sunday 29th March 2020 

 

Those who are sick, particularly this 

week we mention:  Michael Byrt, 

Norman Clark, Rosie Grove, Julie Holder,  

Melanie Jackson,  Janet Lippett,   

Maureen Linehan, Sarah Long, Dorothy 

Perkins, Joyce Turner, Sheila Wilkinson  

Those who have recently died: 

Sheila Clifford  

Year’s Mind: Robert Aston, Phylis Jones, 

Susan Kinnear, Barbara Harris,  

Thomas Wilkinson,  Jo Morgan 



2 

 

Readings for the Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Collect 

Merciful God, you showed your glory to 

our fallen race by sending your Son to 

confound the powers of death. Call us 

forth from sin’s dark tomb. Break the 

bonds which hold us, that we may believe 

and proclaim Christ, the cause of our 

freedom and the source of life, who lives 

and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, holy and mighty God for ever 

and ever.  

 

A reading from the book of the 

prophet Ezekiel 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and 

he brought me out by the spirit of the 

Lord and set me down in the middle of a 

valley; it was full of bones. He led me all 

round them; there were very many lying in 

the valley, and they were very dry. He said 

to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I 

answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then 

he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, 

and say to them: O dry bones, hear the 

word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God 

to these bones: I will cause breath to enter 

you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on 

you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, 

and cover you with skin, and put breath in 

you, and you shall live; and you shall know 

that I am the Lord.’ So I prophesied as I 

had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and 

the bones came together, bone to its bone. 

I looked, and there were sinews on them, 

and flesh had come upon them, and skin 

had covered them; but there was no breath 

in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to 

the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the 

breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come 

from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 

upon these slain, that they may live.’ I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the 

breath came into them, and they lived, and 

stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones 

are the whole house of Israel. They say, 

“Our bones are dried up, and our hope is 

lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore 

prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 

Lord God: I am going to open your graves, 

and bring you up from your graves, O my 

people; and I will bring you back to the 

land of Israel. And you shall know that I am 

the Lord, when I open your graves, and 

bring you up from your graves, O my 

people. I will put my spirit within you, and 

you shall live, and I will place you on your 

own soil; then you shall know that I, the 

Lord, have spoken and will act, says the 

Lord.’                                Ezekiel 37.1-14 

 

A reading from the letter of Paul to 

the Romans 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but 

to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. For this reason the mind that is set 

on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and 

those who are in the flesh cannot please 

God. But you are not in the flesh; you are 

in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 

in you. Anyone who does not have the 

Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 

But if Christ is in you, though the body is 

dead because of sin, the Spirit is life 

because of righteousness. If the Spirit of 

him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 

in you, he who raised Christ from the dead 

will give life to your mortal bodies also 

through his Spirit that dwells in you.      

Romans 8.6-11  

  

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to John.  

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of 

Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. Mary was the one who anointed 
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the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 

with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 

So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 

‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when 

Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not 

lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so 

that the Son of God may be glorified 

through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved 

Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after 

having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 

two days longer in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let 

us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to 

him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying 

to stone you, and are you going there 

again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not 

twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 

during the day do not stumble, because 

they see the light of this world. But those 

who walk at night stumble, because the 

light is not in them.’ After saying this, he 

told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen 

asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ 

The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has 

fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, 

however, had been speaking about his 

death, but they thought that he was 

referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told 

them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake 

I am glad I was not there, so that you may 

believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who 

was called the Twin, said to his fellow-

disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die 

with him.’ When Jesus arrived, he found 

that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 

for four days. Now Bethany was near 

Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many 

of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary 

to console them about their brother. When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 

went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had 

been here, my brother would not have 

died. But even now I know that God will 

give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus 

said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 

Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise 

again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 

Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and 

the life. Those who believe in me, even 

though they die, will live, and everyone who 

lives and believes in me will never die. Do 

you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, 

I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son 

of God, the one coming into the world.’ 

When she had said this, she went back and 

called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling 

for you.’ And when she heard it, she got up 

quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had 

not yet come to the village, but was still at 

the place where Martha had met him. The 

Jews who were with her in the house, 

consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and 

go out. They followed her because they 

thought that she was going to the tomb to 

weep there. When Mary came where Jesus 

was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 

said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.’ When Jesus 

saw her weeping, and the Jews who came 

with her also weeping, he was greatly 

disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He 

said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said 

to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to 

weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved 

him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he 

who opened the eyes of the blind man have 

kept this man from dying?’ 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to 

the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 

lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the 

stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, 

said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench 

because he has been dead for four days.’ 

Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if 

you believed, you would see the glory of 

God?’ So they took away the stone. And 

Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I 

thank you for having heard me. I knew that 



4 

 

you always hear me, but I have said this for 

the sake of the crowd standing here, so 

that they may believe that you sent me.’ 

When he had said this, he cried with a loud 

voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man 

came out, his hands and feet bound with 

strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a 

cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and 

let him go.’ Many of the Jews therefore, 

who had come with Mary and had seen 

what Jesus did, believed in him.  

John 11.1-45 

 

 

Prayers about the outbreak:  
The following prayers have been taken from 

the Church of England website. They are 

offered to help those who are struggling to find 

words at this difficult and stressful time, and to 

enable Christians to worship in solidarity with 

one another even though it is not possible to 

gather in church.  

 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of 

your mercy in this time of uncertainty and 

distress. Sustain and support the anxious 

and fearful, and lift up all who are brought 

low; that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from 

your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love 

our neighbour, and to care for those in 

need as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us strength 

to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 

and to assure the isolated of our love, and 

your love, for your name’s sake. Amen. 

 

God of compassion, be close to those who 

are ill, afraid or in isolation. In their 

loneliness, be their consolation; in their 

anxiety, be their hope; in their darkness, be 

their light; through him who suffered alone 

on the cross, but reigns with you in glory, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

For those who are ill 

Merciful God, we entrust to your tender 

care those who are ill or in pain, knowing 

that whenever danger threatens your 

everlasting arms are there to hold them 

safe. Comfort and heal them, and restore 

them to health and strength; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

For hospital staff and medical 

researchers 

Gracious God, give skill, sympathy and 

resilience to all who are caring for the sick, 

and your wisdom to those searching for a 

cure. Strengthen them with your Spirit, 

that through their work many will be 

restored to health; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

From one who is ill or isolated 

O God, help me to trust you, help me to 

know that you are with me, help me to 

believe that nothing can separate me from 

your love revealed in Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

For the Christian community 

We are not people of fear: we are people 

of courage.We are not people who protect 

our own safety: we are people who protect 

our neighbours’ safety.We are not people 

of greed: we are people of generosity. 

We are your people God, giving and loving, 

wherever we are, whatever it costs For as 

long as it takes wherever you call us. 

Barbara Glasson,  

President of the Methodist Conference 

 

NB: Andrew is working on home prayers 

for Holy Week which will be included in 

next week’s newsletter.  


